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Saving One’s Soul or Founding State:

Morality and the Politician
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Cordially invite you to

Fesive Lecture in Honour and Memory
of Prof. Sir Isaiah Berlin

The Lecture will be delivered by
Prof. Susan Mandus

Department of Politics
York University, the United Kingdom

Saving One’s Soul or Founding State:
Morality and the Politician

Chairperson: Prof. Raphael Cohen-Almagor
Greetings: Ambassador Simon McDonald CMG
Dr. Fania Oz-Salzberger, The School of History
and the Faculty of Law; Director, Posen Research Forum

Wednesday, November 23, 2005, at 7 p.m.
Hecht Museum Auditorium, Main Building,
University of Haifa

Refreshment will be Served from 18:30



Isaiah Berlin was one of the most formidable defenders
of philosophical liberalism and distinguished practitioners
of the history of ideas. He was born in Riga, Latvia, as
the son of a Jewish timber merchant. Berlin's grandfather
on his mother's side was a Hasidic rabbi. At the age of
11 Berlin emigrated with his parents to England.

Berlin was educated at St Paul's School and Corpus
Christi College, Oxford. From 1932 he taught at Oxford,
where he became friends with A.]. Ayer and other
leading analytic philosophers. Berlin was the first Jew
to be accepted into the college.

Berlin was a founding father with Austin, Ayer, and
others of Oxford philosophy, but after publishing several
papers on the rebellion against idealism, he broke away
from the general spirit of positivism. With his first book,
KARL MARKX (1939), Berlin disengaged himself from the
fashionable philosophical trends, and started his lifelong
examination of such thinkers as Vico, Herzen, Herder,
Tolstoy, Machiavelli, and such topics as liberty,
determinism, relativism, historicism, nationalism - and
his most distinctive doctrine: pluralism.

From 1947 to 1958 Berlin wrote and lectured at Oxford,
in London, and in several American universities. Between
the years 1957 and 1967 Berlin held the prestigious
Chichele Chair in Social and Political Theory at Oxford.
He was also a professor at the City University of New
York.

Berlin died in 1997 in Oxford of a heart attack following
a long illness at the age of 88. He married in 1956 Aline
de Gunzbourg, a Frenchwoman; she had three sons from
previous marriages. "I don't mind death," he once said,

"But I find dying a nuisance. I object to it."

Saving One’s Soul or Founding a State:

Morality and the Politician
Prof. Susan Mendus

In his celebrated essay on Machiavelli, Isaiah Berlin
argues that what is truly original about Machiavelli
is his discovery that ‘there are at least two worlds:
each of them has much, indeed everything, to be

said for it; but they are two and not one. One must
learn to choose between them and, having chosen,
not look back’. The politician does not act contrary

to morality; he embraces a different morality - the

morality of politics.

In this lecture, I will discuss the claim that politics
is itself a world of value and I will ask how that
claim might influence our understanding and
assessment of politicians who engage in morally
disreputable acts.




