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Negev Connectivity between West and East - some Reflections
from Late Antiquity and the Byzantine - Islamic Transition

Based on the rich archaeological findings from surveys and
excavations in the past 150 years, this talk will focus on aspects of
connectivity and cultural encounters between the Mediterranean,
the Near East and central Asia as reflected in the Negev in its zenith
period of human settlement, during Late Antiquity and Early
Islamic times (c. 250- 800 CE). How did the strategic location of
the Negev between the Arabian desert and the Mediterranean
coast affect the transfer of goods, ideas, and people during this
period? and what were the effects of the Arab conquest and the
major political, cultural and religious transition from Byzantium to
Islam on East- West trajectories?
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